
 

 

 

ENG 395: Special Topics – Trauma Literature  Fall 2019 

Dr. Michael W. Boyce    Email: Michael_Boyce@BoothUC.ca 

Office Hours: M, T, Th 1-2    Office: 303  

 

 

Territory Acknowledgement 

I would like to acknowledge that we are on Treaty One territory in the heart of the Métis Nation. 

 

 

Voluntary Withdrawal Date: November 1, 2019 

Last Day to Request Course Extension: November 22, 2019 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

This course examines literary and visual representations of violence, destruction, and pain in light of 

theories of trauma. We will consider multiple subjects such as war, the Holocaust, residential schools, 

Apartheid, genocide, and sexual violence.  

Trigger warning: This course considers traumatic and troubling material that might be too intense for some 

students. We will never discuss personal trauma, but reading about the trauma of others can provoke 

unexpected results.  

TEXTS: 

Barker, Pat. Regeneration, Viking 

----. The Eye in the Door, Viking 

---. The Ghost Road, Penguin UK 

Caruth, Cathy Unclaimed Experience: Trauma, Narrative, and History, Johns Hopkins UP 

Coetzee,  J.M. The Life and Times of Michael K, Vintage 

Highway, Tomson. The Kiss of the Fur Queen, Anchor Canada 

Morrison, Toni, Beloved, Vinatge, 

Spiegelman, Art. Maus: I and II, Pantheon 



ASSIGNMENTS and REQUIREMENTS:  

Critical Response Paper and Presentation: (paper 15% + presentation 15%)   30% 

Students will write a 4-5 page critical response to an assigned novel. This essay will connect the assigned 

novel with some aspect of trauma theory using essays from the Caruth book as a starting point. This essay 

will serve the basis for an informal in-class presentation that student will give. The purpose of the 

presentation is twofold: 1) to explain the main thesis of your essay (how the novel can be understood using 

trauma theory) and 2) to open up class discussion.  

This paper will be due in class the week before your presentation. At the same time you will also upload a 

one-page summary for the class to prepare them for your presentation.  

Research Paper:          40% 

Students will write and submit one (1) 2500-3000 word research essay about the representation of trauma in 

one or more the novel we studied or other novels. A more detailed assignment will be handed out about 

one (1) month before the due date.  

Due:  Nov 14, 2019  

Final Exam          30% 

This course has a 3 hour Final Exam, which will be set during the Exam Period of the Fall Semester. All 

students must write the Final Exam and should familiarize themselves with Booth University College’s 

policies on Final Examinations in the Academic Calendar, 24.  

Grading and Evaluation 

Letter Grades  

A+ (4.5) Exceptional performance with evidence of outstanding original thinking, superior organization, exceptional 

capacity to analyze and synthesize; a superior grasp of the subject matter with sound critical evaluations; evidence of an 

extensive knowledge base. A final grade of A+ may be awarded only with the approval of the Academic Dean.  

A (4.0) Excellent performance with evidence of excellent original thinking, excellent organization, excellent ability to 

analyze and synthesize; an excellent grasp of the subject matter with sound critical evaluations; evidence of an extensive 

knowledge base.  

B+ (3.5) Very good performance with evidence of original thinking, very good organization, demonstrated ability to 

analyze and synthesize; a very good grasp of the subject matter; evidence of good critical judgment, a very good 

understanding of the relevant issues under examination; very good familiarity with the relevant literature.  

B (3.0) Good performance with evidence of a good grasp of the subject matter; evidence of critical capacity, good 

analytical ability, a good understanding of the relevant issues under examination; evidence of good familiarity with the 

relevant literature.  

C+ (2.5) Satisfactory performance with evidence of a satisfactory grasp of the subject matter; evidence of critical 

capacity, demonstrated analytical ability, an understanding of the relevant issues under examination; evidence of 

familiarity with the relevant literature. 

 



C (2.0) Adequate performance with evidence of an adequate grasp of the subject matter; some evidence of critical 

capacity, an ability to develop solutions to simple problems found in the material; evidence of familiarity with some of 

the relevant literature.  

D (1.0) Marginal performance with evidence of marginal familiarity with the subject matter and some evidence that 

critical and analytical skills have been used.  

F (0) Inadequate performance with little evidence of even a superficial understanding of the subject matter; serious 

weaknesses in critical and analytical skills; limited or irrelevant use of the literature; failure to satisfy course 

requirements. 

 

Booth University College does not use minus grades in the reporting of final course grades; however, I will 

use minus grades during the semester on assignments because minus grades give a more accurate reflection 

of the quality of a student’s work and performance.  

 

Policies  

 
Academic Integrity 

 

All Booth University students need to familiarize themselves with the Academic Integrity section of the 

Academic Calendar, which details the definition and consequences of plagiarism.   

It is a serious offence to present a piece of work for course credit as one’s own if the 

work or a portion thereof was done by some other person (plagiarism). Actions of plagiarism 

harm both the student and the reputation of the University College. Plagiarism or any form of 

cheating in examinations or term tests (e.g. crib notes) is subject to serious academic penalty 

that may include loss of part or all of the marks for an assignment/test, failure in the course, 

dismissal from the University College, or other serious consequences. Plagiarism or cheating in 

a course in which a student is cross registered with the University of Manitoba may lead to 

disciplinary action by the University according to its policies. To plagiarize is to take ideas or 

words of another person and pass them off as one’s own. In short, it is stealing something 

intangible rather than an object. Obviously it is not necessary to state the source of well-known 

or easily verifiable facts, but students are expected to acknowledge the sources of ideas and 

expressions they use in their written work, whether quoted directly or paraphrased. This applies 

to diagrams, statistical tables and the like, as well as to written material and materials or 

information from Internet sources. Failure to do so constitutes plagiarism. It will also be 

considered plagiarism and/or cheating if a student submits an assignment in whole or in part by 

someone other than him/herself, or copies the answer or answers of another student in any test, 

examination, or take-home assignment. At the beginning of their program of study, all students 

are required to complete the prescribed plagiarism tutorial.  

Instructors are required to report all allegations of plagiarism or cheating to the 

Academic Dean before a grade is assigned. The original assignment is submitted to the 

Academic Dean.  

The Academic Dean will chair a joint meeting of student and instructor to hear both 

the allegations and the student’s response to the allegations. The Academic Dean will then 

make a determination whether or not plagiarism or cheating has in fact occurred and decide on 

appropriate disciplinary measures. The student and instructor will be notified of the Academic 

Dean’s decision in writing. A copy of the decision will be sent to the Registrar and University 



College President. The student has the right to appeal the decision of the Academic Dean (see 

Academic Appeals).  

Booth University College Academic Calendar, 2019-20 

Assignments and Essays 

Students are required to submit all assignments via the Dropbox feature on this course’s MyBoothOnline 

site as instructed or late penalties (which are outlined below) will apply.  

E-copies of the assignments are due at 11:55pm on the due date indicated on the assignment handouts must 

be submitted via the MyBoothOnline dropbox for this course. Students are responsible for understanding 

how to upload their assignments. The dropbox will not accept late assignments.  If you don’t upload your 

essay before the dropbox closes, email the paper to me, but you will be docked late mark. Your essays 

should be use a standard font and font size (Times New Roman and 12 is typical) and double spaced. 

Again, all uploaded files must be Word documents (.doc or .docx), Rich Text Files (.rtf).  I will not accept 

files in other formats.  

In order to assist me in keeping track of these essays, title your documents as follows:   

Coursenumber_YourLastname_YourFirstInitial_assign1. 

So, my first assignment would be ENG395_Boyce_M_assign1.doc.  

Failure to label your files correctly will result in an automatic one letter grade penalty! 

All documents must be saved in Word or, if you do not have Word, you can submit it as Rich Text File 

(.rtf).  I will not accept files in other formats. 

I will grade all assignments in a timely manner (2-3 weeks) and will provide evaluative feedback.  This 

feedback is not only meant to assess the specific paper, but give you guidance for how to improve future 

papers. I am happy to discuss grades and grading, but will do so 24 hours AFTER the paper has been 

returned. 

Late Assignments 

Students are responsible for knowing and managing all due dates. With the exception of personal illness, 

family crisis, or other exceptional and documented circumstances, extensions for the major essay must be 

applied for in writing (email is fine) at least one week before the due date. Extensions will not be granted 

after that and will not be granted after the final day of classes in any circumstances.  

As outlined in the Academic Calendar, “No assignments will be received after the last day of the exam 

period for regular session courses … unless a formal Incomplete Grade/Time Extension Request has been 

granted by the instructor and submitted by the student” (22).  

Late assignments will be penalized one letter grade for each day to a maximum of five days, after which a 

grade of "F" will automatically be assigned. Computer problems, difficulty with the dropbox, or 

extracurricular commitments are not grounds for extensions.  



Attendance and Participation 

There is no participation grade in this course; however, as this is a 3
rd

 year course, participation is expected. 

Students shape the learning environment; they are expected to participate ACTIVELY in classroom 

discussions and with the course site on MyBoothOnline. Attending class is not enough. Class discussions 

build the interpretative community where we articulate our thoughts and engage with the thoughts of others.  

Students are expected to complete the assigned readings before class and to come to class prepared to 

engage with others. If needed, the instructor reserves the right to give reading quizzes to verify that students 

have been keeping up with the readings.  

If you need to miss a class for some reason, let me know via email. 

Availability 

It is your responsibility to seek me out if you are having difficulties with the course material or questions 

about the assignments. It is my responsibility to be available to you outside of class time. My office hours 

are posted in the syllabus and on the bulletin board outside my office (303). I will always be available during 

those times (barring emergencies). If I cannot keep my posted office hours, I will post a note on my door 

with alternate arrangements. If you cannot see me during those hours, email me to set up another time.  

I will respond to all emails within 24 hours (expect weekends and holidays). 

Laptops and Other Electronic Devices 

Laptop computers may be used in class of note taking and other legitimate functions. Using computers for 

other reasons (like blogging, surfing, facebooking, messaging) is distracting and disrespectful.  Please turn 

cellphones and other devices off during class time.  

Withdrawal 

A student who is considering withdrawing from the course is requested to speak with the instructor and 

check the last date to withdraw without academic penalty in the calendar or by contacting the Booth College 

Registrar at 204-924-4861. 

 

Schedule of Readings 

Week 1 Introduction to the Course and Theories of Trauma 

Week 2 from Caruth, Cathy, Unclaimed Experience 

Week 3 Recapturing the Past 

Week4: World War I : contexts; Pat Barker, Regeneration 

Week 5 Pat Barker, The Eye in the Door  

Week 6 Barker, The Ghost Road 



Reading Week 

Week 7 The Holocaust: contexts; Spiegelman’s Maus 

Week 8  Apartheid: Coetzee’s Life and Times of Michael K 

Week 9 Slavery: Morrison’s Beloved 

Week 10 Trauma in Canada: Residential Schools, Highway’s The Kiss of the Fur Queen 

Week 11 Screening: Shake Hands with the Devil: The Journey of Roméo Dallaire 

Week 12  Conclusions and Summaries 

 


